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1. The "Low-Stakes First" Principle1. The "Low-Stakes First" Principle1. The "Low-Stakes First" Principle
Start with activities that require zero fear of making mistakesStart with activities that require zero fear of making mistakesStart with activities that require zero fear of making mistakes

Use visual preference games (like simple "Would
You Rather...?" corners in the room) or
collaborative group tasks where students share
ideas on chart paper.

3. The Personal Connection Hook3. The Personal Connection Hook3. The Personal Connection Hook
Sharing a small, relatable slice of your life outside schoolSharing a small, relatable slice of your life outside school

immediately breaks down barriersimmediately breaks down barriers
Sharing a small, relatable slice of your life outside school

immediately breaks down barriers

Bring 3 meaningful physical items (or photos)
from your summer or home country in a "Mystery
Bag." Have students guess the story or
connection behind each item before you reveal it.

The first day of the class is about setting a welcoming classroomThe first day of the class is about setting a welcoming classroom
culture and getting students comfortable to use English with you.culture and getting students comfortable to use English with you.

Here are three strategies that work seamlessly whether you teachHere are three strategies that work seamlessly whether you teach
young learners.young learners.

The first day of the class is about setting a welcoming classroom
culture and getting students comfortable to use English with you.

Here are three strategies that work seamlessly whether you teach
young learners.

💡 Quick Wins for Your First Week
Learn Names Early: Simple name-game warmups go a long way in building trust from day one.
Focus on Fluency over Accuracy: Praise students for the confidence to try, rather than correcting every
grammar mistake.
Set Up a Routine: Introduce one simple daily routine (like a 2-minute greeting or warm-up question) that
students can count on every lesson.

2. Co-Creating Classroom Culture2. Co-Creating Classroom Culture2. Co-Creating Classroom Culture
Involve them in deciding how your English space will feel this yearInvolve them in deciding how your English space will feel this yearInvolve them in deciding how your English space will feel this year

Ask your classes a simple question: "What makes
a great English class?" or "How can we help each
other speak more English?" Group their ideas
into 3–4 shared goals and post them on the wall.
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MID
AUTUMN
FESTIVAL

Date: 26 September, 2026Date: 26 September, 2026Date: 26 September, 2026

mid-autumn festivalmid-autumn festivalmid-autumn festival

Upcoming Holiday in September

happy
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